Circle Mirror Transformation                  CHARACTER BREAKDOWN

Location: A windowless dance studio in Community Center in the town of Shirley, Vermont. 
Time: present day, summertime

Marty (Martha) Kreisberg 
Female, 55
Married to James
Marty is the co-executive director of the Community Center. She has spent her life wanting to be creative and do theatre with adults. Now she finally has her own class of adult students. She also teaches pottery, jewelry making, and creative drama for youth.
She is from New Jersey and has no kids of her own. She is a stepmother to Marty’s 23-year-old daughter Erin with whom she is close. 

James 
Male, 60
Married to Marty. It is his second marriage. His first wife was an alcoholic. His parents were alcoholics and his father was emotionally abusive to his mother. James fears becoming like his father (he is not like him). He and Marty have a three-legged cat named Coltrane and live in a colorful house in the center of town. He graduated from UC-Santa Barbara. He went to law school but decided he did not want to be a lawyer. He has a 23-year-old daughter named Erin from his first marriage. They are not close but he would like to be. He is attracted to Teresa. 

Schultz 
Male, 48
Works as a carpenter and likes to make chairs. Grew up in Maryland. His mother was an elementary school teacher who died when he was a child. He wanted to be a baseball player and met his wife Becky in college. He is recently divorced. He is “a really good artist.” He has dated Teresa. 

Theresa 
Female, 35
Used to live in New York City and worked as a professional actor. She is now studying for a certificate in acupressure and Rolfing*. She grew up in a small town in New Hampshire. She has moved to Shirley, VT to be closer to her aging parents (her father has prostate cancer and she is worried about her mother). She was also disillusioned with New York City and with being able to make a difference through theatre. 

Lauren Zadick-White
Female, 16
Will be a junior at Shirley High School in the fall. Her mother is Lebanese and her father is Irish. Her Lebanese grandmother lives with the family. Her father has had run-ins with the law and her grandmother encourages her mother to leave her father. There is fighting in the home. She wants to go to college to study either theatre and dance or to become a veterinarian. She signed up for the class so she would have a better chance of getting the role of Maria in her high school’s fall production of West Side Story (which she describes as her dream role). She is frustrated with Marty’s teaching methods which mostly consist of theatre games which she does not consider to be real acting. 

Per our licensing agreement, all roles will be performed as the gender written.
That does not preclude nonbinary actors auditioning for any role.

