














ZUBAIDA ULA: We went to the candle vigil. And it was so good to be with people who felt 
like shit. I kept feeling like I don’t deserve to feel this bad, you know? And someone got up there 
and said uh -- he said um, blah blah blah blah blah and then he said, I’m saying it wrong, but 
basically he said, c’mon guys, let’s show the world that Laramie is not this kind of town. But it is 
that kind of town. If it wasn’t this kind of a town, why did this happen here? I mean, you know 
what I mean, like -that’s a lie. Because it happened here. So how could it not be a town where 
this kind of thing happens? Like that’s just totally -- like, looking at an Escher painting and 
getting all confused like, it’s just totally circular logic, like how can you even say that? And we 
have to mourn this and we have to be sad that we live in a town, a state, a country where shit like 
this happens. I mean, these are people trying to distance themselves from this crime. And we 
need to own this crime. I feel. Everyone needs to own it. We are like this. We ARE like this. WE 
are LIKE this.  
 













ROMAINE PATTERSON: After seeing Fred Phelps protesting at Matthew’s funeral and finding 
out that he was coming to Laramie for the trial of Russell Henderson, I decided that someone 
needed to stand toe-to-toe with this guy and show the differences. And I think at times like this 
when we’re talking about hatred as much as the nation is right now, that someone needs to 
show…that there is a better way of dealing with that kind of hatred.  
 So our idea is to dress up like angels. And so we have designed an angel outfit—for our 
wings are HUGE—they’re like big-ass wings—and there’ll be ten to twenty of us that are 
angels—and what we’re gonna do is--we’re gonna encircle Fred Phelps...and because of our big 
wings—we’re gonna com-plete-ly block him.  
 So this big-ass band of angels comes in, we don’t say a fuckin’ word, we just turn our 
backs to him and we stand there…. And we are a group of people bringing forth a message of 
peace and love and compassion. And we’re calling it “Angel Action.”  
 Yeah, this twenty-one-year-old little lesbian is ready to walk the line with him. 



SHERRY JOHNSON: I really haven’t been all that involved, per se. My husband’s a highway 
patrolman, so that’s really the only way I’ve known about it. Now when I first found out, I just 
thought it was horrible. I just, I can’t…Nobody deserves that! I don’t care who ya are. But, the 
other thing that was not brought out—at the same time that happened, that patrolman was killed. 
And there was nothing. Nothing. They didn’t say anything about the old man that killed him. He 
was driving down the road and he shouldn’t have been driving and killed him. It was just a little 
piece in the paper. And we lost one of our guys. You know, my husband worked with him. This 
man was brand new on the force. But I mean, here’s one of ours, and it was just a little piece in 
the paper. And a lot of it is my feeling that the media is portraying Matthew Shepard as a saint. 
And making him as a martyr. And I don’t think he was. I don’t think he was that pure. Now, I 
didn’t know him, but…there’s just so many things about him that I found out that I just, it’s 
scary. You know about his character and spreading AIDS and a few other things. You know, 
being the kind of person that he was, he was just a barfly, you know. And I think he pushed 
himself around. I think he flaunted it. Everybody’s got problems. But why they exemplified him 
I don’t know. What’s the difference if you’re gay? A hate crime is a hate crime. If you murder 
somebody you hate ‘em. It has nothing to do with if you’re gay or a prostitute or whatever. I 
don’t understand. I don’t understand.  
 


